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PItce with "wliich we were well acquaiated, and! to vi'fridi 
ifevewi tlraes in the year (bmc or other of our Nation 
t^liy leforti either for Gazel or Hog-huoting, accord- 
ing to tte Scafon ,- nor had we hence abc«re feven or 
eight hoars toAt^po. 

QBokr tht i6£h. Getting up pretty early in the 
iBomiDg, we refobed to Hunt the greateft part of our 
way homci as we did j and dioir^ at i\&hmo\xsRou»d- 
fMi whweon has been Ipent by the Englifi more Money 
tha** wOidd purchafe a nobfe Eflate round about it, in 
the rftemoon we arrived (afe at Aleppo, 



in. Sotne Ac£mta of the Ancient State of the 
City of Valmyra^ tpitb Jbort Kemarki mpon 
the hfcriptions fotmd there. By E. Halley* 

THE Cityof7rf</i»»r, wtofe Remains in Ruirres 
do with fo much evidence demonflrate the once 
happy Condition thereof, fecms very well to be proved 
to be the feme City whkji Solmon the Great King of 
ffrael is faid to have founded under that Name in the 
We/art^ both m i King. 5. 18. and x Chron. 8. i6. in 
the Tranflation of which, the f^u^ar Latin Verfio% 
fiid to be that of St. jfer^w, has it, Cmdiiit Taimyr am 
in Dfjerto. And fofephtu (in Hi, 8. Jnti^. fttd. wherein 
he treats of SoUmm and his Ads) tells us, tli^t he biult a 
City intheDefart, and called it Ihadamura^ and the 
Syrians at this day (fays he), call it by the ^me Name: 
but the* C#«ejfi name it falmyra. The Name 'is there- 
fore Gredk, and eonfequently has no relation to the 
XAXmFalnm, andieenis rather derived from naAjtMf3? or 
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ndhfjuu^^ which IitefycbimM^^ Tnvni^ : 

or perhaps from IlaA/x^'TTf^, which (according to the 
fame Author) was m Egyptian God. Neither is the 
word loin bat non that io Hebrew figoifies a P aim-Tree. 

Hiftory is fiient as to the Fate and Gircumftaoces of this 
City, during the great Revolutions in the (everal Em- 
pires of the Eaft; but it may well be fuppofed^ that (b 
advanced a Garnilbn as this waSj being above Three hun» 
dred Miles from Jerufakm^ continued not long in the 
Pofleflion of the Jews^ who immediately after Solomon^ 
fell into Civil Diflention, and divided their Force : fo 
that it is not to be doubted, but that it fubmitted to the 
Eahykman and Terfian Monarchies^ and afterwards to 
the Macedonians ^mAtt Alexander and the Selemida. 
But when the Romans got footing in thefe Parts, and the 
farthians feemed to put a ftopto their farther Conquefts 
in the EaH^ then was this City oi Palmyra^ by reafon :of 
its Situation, being a Frontier and in the midft of a 
vaft Sandy Defart^ where Armies could not well ilibfift 
to reduce it by force, courted and carefled by the con- 
tending Princes, and permitted to continue a'Free State, 
a Mart or Staple for Trade, for the Convenience of botii 
Empires, as is abu^odantly made out from i he words of 
Appian and Pliny. 

Appian Qih. j. dt BeUis Civil) tells us, that M, An- 
toniuSf after his ViQioryuPhi/ippi^ about forty Years 
before ChriB, fent his Horfe to plunder the City of P^/* 
myra , pretending only that they were not IbiEciently 
in the Roman Inierefl. In Vcc/^uyMv sy ria^^tc^^v cm? 
^fo^i h Ix^^rl^g '^h^m% ^^ov^ and that being Mer- 
chants, they conveyed the Indian and Arahian CommO' 
dities by the way of perfta into the Roman Territories i 
though the true reafon were their Riches : But the Pd- 
myreneshtmg informed of the Defign, took care to pre* 
vent them, and (b efcaped Plunder: and this Attempt 
oi Antony s occafioned a Eupture between the two Em- 
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jrii^s. The words of fliny {lik y. Hat. MiflS) aboVe 
an hundred years after, do likewife teftifie that this City 
then continued in the (arae enjoyment of their Liberties, 
They being very much to the purpofe, I thought fit to 
Copy them : Palmyra Vrhs nohilis fitu^ divitiufoli at que 
aquis ama^nist vajio undique amhitu arenh includit agros^ 
ac veht terrk exempt a a return Matura ; privata forte 
inter duo imperia fumma Romamrum Parthorumque^ & 
prima in difcordia femper utrinque cura. Whereby it 
appears not only that it was a Commonwealth in the 
time of Vefpafian ; but the Situation thereof is truly de- 
ftribed, as it were an IJlandoi fertile Land, furroulded 
with a Sea of barren Sands* Such Spots Straho tells us 
were frequent in Lyhia^ and by the Egyptians were 
called Ahafes ,• whence poffibly the Name of the Ahaffyne 
Nation is derived. 

With thefe Advantages of Freedom, Neutrality and 
Trade, for near two Centuries, 'tis not flrange that it ac- 
quired the State and Wealth anfwerable to the Magnifi- 
cence of thefe noble StrucStures. But when the Romans 
under Trajan had made it appear^ that there was no 
comparifon between the Puiffence of the Parthiam and 
them,(rr<5r/^^ having takenS^^ye?^ and Cteftphon the then 
Seat of the Parthian Empire,) the Palmyreni were at 
length determined to Declare for the Romans ; which 
they did, by fubmitting themfelves to the Emperor 
Adrian^ about the Year of Chrift 130, when Adrian 
made his Progreis through Syria into Egypt. ^ And 4:hat 
Magnificent Emperor being highly delighted with the 
native Strength and Situation of the Place, was pleaftd 
to adorn and rebuild it : When, as 'tis likely, he bellowed 
on it the Privileges of a Colony Juris Italici, which it 
enjoyed (as Vlpian aflures us.) And the Inhabitants of 
the City, in Gratitude, were willing to call themfelves 
Hadrianopolitm^ T^nnSfdofii; "^ wiM<»^ 'vJaro iS AjJtd- 
xe9^7op@u (kysStephanus.) Nor is it unlikely that 

many 
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tmw of thofe Marbte Pillars w^re die Gift of that Em- 
peror, and particularly thofe of the Long Fonkus j for 
that none of the Infcriptions are before that date. And 
it was ufual for th^C^Bfars to prefent Cities that hod 
obliged them, with Marble Pillars to adorn their publick 
Buildings. Thefe here were not far to fetch, the neibour- 
ing Mountains affording Marhle^Qmnies : But the 
Magnitude of the Porphyry Columns is indeed verj re- 
markable, confidering how far thofe vaft Stones muft 
have been brought by Land-carriage to this Place; it be- 
ing not known that any other Quarries yield it, except 
thofe of jBg^/if, which lie about mid- way between C^/ri? 
and Siena^ between the HJile and the Red^Sea : the Stone 
being very valuable for its Colour and Hardneft, and 
for that it rifts in blocks of any magnitude required j 
Qu^ntijlihet mBlihus cmdendu fufficimt Lapidicin^y (Plin. 
lih. 56.) And it is a great miftake of thofe who fuppofe 
it faditious. 

From the time of Adrian to that of Aurelian^ for 
about an hundred and forty years, this City continued 
toflourifh and encreafe in Wealth and Power, to that de- 
gree, that when the Emperor Valerian was taken Pri- 
(oner by Sapores King oiPerfia, Odmathus one of the 
Lords of this Town (which Name occurs in feverai of 
thefe Infcriptions) was able (whilft Gallienm negleded 
his Duty both to his Father and Country} to bring a 
powerful Army into the Field, and to recover Mefopo- 
tamia from the Ferfians^ and to penetrate as far as their 
Capital City Ctefiphon. Thereby rendring (b confideraba 
Service to the Roman State, that Gallknm thought himfelf 
obliged to giue h'un a fliare in the Empire ; Of whicb 
Adiion, tnhlUus Pollio (in the Life of Gailknus) hm 
theft words, Laudatur ejus (Gallienf) optimum fa^um^ qm^ 
Odenatum participato Imperio Auguflum vocavit, ejufqm 
monetam^ qua P erf as captos traheret^ cudi jujfit : quod ^ 
Senatus & Vrhs & omnis mas gratanter accepit. The 
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fame in many places (peaks of this Odmathus with 
great Refpedi j and mentioning his Death, he fays, 
Iratumfuijfe Deum Reip. credo^ qui interfeSlo Vakrtam 
noluit Odenatum refervare. But by a ftrange reverfe of 
Fortune, this Honour and R^^tdc to Odanathus occa- 
fioned the fudden Ruine and Subverfion of the City, 
For he and his Son Herodes being murder'd by MoBonius 
their Kinfman, and dying with the Title of Auguftus^ 
his Wife Zenohia, in Right of her SonWahallathus 
then a Minor, pretended to take upon her the Govern- 
ment of the EaB^ and did adminifter it to admiration : 
And when (bon aft€f Gailknm was murder- d by his Sol- 
diers, fhe grafped the Government of Egypt, md held 
it during the Ihort Reign of the Emperor Claudius Go-' 
thicus. But Aurelian coming to the Imperial Dignity, 
would notfuffer the Tith oi Augufim in this Family, tho* 
he was contented that they Ihould hold under him as 
Vice defaris ; as plainly appears by the Latin Coins of 
Aurelian on the one fide,and Wahallathm (which Name is 
often found in tliefe Infcriptions) on the other, with thefe 
Letters V, C* RIM. OR, which ?. Harduin has moft 
judicioufly interpreted Vice Cafaris ReSlor Imperii Ori^ 
entis^ but without the Title of Cafar ot Auguftm.md 
with a Lawrel inftead of a Diadem. But hothWahl- 
latbm and Zenohia are ftiled CgBACTOI in the Greek 
Coins, made, 'tis probable, within their own Jurifdiftion. 
Two of the Latine I have feen, and they are as de- 
fcribed, excepting the Points. 

But nothing lefs than a Participation of the Empire 
commm% Zenohia, znd Aurelian ^tt{Mng not to have 
it difmembred : he marched againft her, and having in 
two Battels routed her Forces, he (hut her up and bc- 
fieged her in Palmyra r And the Befieged finding that 
the great refiftance they made, availed nor againft that 
refolute Emperor, they yielded the Town ; and Zenohia 

flying with her Son, was purfued and taken : With 

which 
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which -^/^r^/i^;! being coatented, fpared the City, and 
leaving a fmall Garnilbn, marcht for Rom with this Cap- 
tive Lady : but the Inhabitants believing he would not 
return, fet up again for themfelves, and (as Fopifcus 
has it) flew the Garrifbn he had left in the Place. 
Which Aurelian underftanding, though by this time he 
was gotten into Europe^ with his ufual fiercenefs, fpeedily 
returned ; and colleding a fuiEcient Army by the way, 
he again took the City without any great Oppofition, 
and put it to the Sword, with an uncommon Cruelty, (as 
he himfelf confefles in a Letter extant in Voptfcm^ and 
delivered them to the Pillage of his Soldiers. And it i^ 
obfervable, that none of the Greek Infcriptions are after 
the date of this Calamity, which befell the City in or 
about the Year of ChriSixjXy as far as may be colleded, 
after it had been nine or ten years the Seat o£ the Empire 
oftheEafl, not without Glory. 

In this appears al(b the great utility of Coins to illu- 
flrate Matters of Hiflory ; for by them alone 'tis made 
out, that there was fuch a Prince as Wahallathm, Vopifius^ 
fiogly mentioning him by the Name oiBalhatus : And 
from the fame Coins it appears, that OJ^nathus had the 
Title ofAuguJius four Years, and Wahallathm fix at leaft ; 
and that the Firft Year o{ Aurelian was the Fourth of 
Wahallathm. And by the Teftimony of Vollio, Qd(B- 
natbus was declared Emperor of the Eaft, Gallieno & 
Saturnino Cojf. which was Anno GhriSi 263,. and ditd 
before Gallknus, but in the fame Year, viz. Anno %6y^ 
which, by the Coins, was the Firft o{Wahallathu4.. He 
therefore immediately fucceeded Odanathm, and was 
without doubt his Eldeft Son by Zenohia, and not his, 
Grandfoo the Son of^<fr(?^/^^, as fome learned Mm 
have fuppoled: For [f Zenoiia coM not endure that 
Herodes Son of Odanathus by a former Wife, fliould 
fucceed his Father in prejudice to her Children, and for 
that reafon was confenting to his Murther (as ?oUto^ in- 
timates 
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ticnates in Benin and Mmnim,) much Ms wmiW flie 
endure the Title of Augufim in the Son QiHerodes^ 
efpecially when her own Sons were, as 'tis probable, 
elder than fuch Grandfon. So that 'tis moft likely that 
Herennianus and Timolaus, whom FqIUo reckons among 
his XXX Tyrants, might be the younger Sons of 2^- 
miia^ on whom alfo, out of Motherly AfFccflion, ibe 
might beftow the fanie Titles of Honour. 

But it muft be obferved, that in the Greek Coins, 
this Prince's Name is ufually written ATT. ePMlAC 
OTABAAAA0Oa A0HNOf (as Trifian fays he found 
it upon federal Medals,) but Patin has the lafl: word 
only A0H. 1 ftrould be glad to perufc fome of thefe 
curious Coins, efpecially if found in or near Palmyra : 
but I am inclinable to believe that his true Name was 
Mranes Wahallathus (m was one of his Progenitors, in 
Infiriptlm. pag. 88.) though perhaps the remoter Cities 
of -^^ and' hnia might by miftake write it Hermias 
And 'tis probable that A0HN might be for the firfl Let- 
ters of the Name of OAHNA0OC, which in Syriack 
begun with an Jieph ,• and the A was with thofe People 
uftd inflead of©, as we fee the Month Xanthkus^ writ- 
ten Sctvkmq in many of thefe Infcriptions, which doubt* 
k£s was pronounced like D Umjum or the Saxon D. 

Though this City w^ere at that time fo roughly 
treated by Aureltan^ yet it is certain that he did not 
burn it, or deftroy the Buildings thereof; And though 
Zofimus^ on this occaiion, ules the words ^hu mhtp ^. 
TO(7^'x|k^, yet that feems only to relate to his demo- 
lilhing the Walls and Defences of the Place ; and that 
Emperors own Letter extant in F^pifcus^ doth fiiffi- 
ciently fhew that be fpared the Qity it felf, and that he 
took care to re-inftate the beautiful Temple of the Sun 
that was there, which had been plundered by his Sol* 
diers. However, the Damage then fuflained was never 
retrieved by the Inhabitants, and I do not find ^hat ever 

this 
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this City made any figure in Hiftory after it : yet the 
Latin Infer iptioHf (/<srg. loi.) feems to intimate, as if 
Dmlefian had reftored their Wails within thirty years 
after. About the Year oi thrift 400, it was the 
Head Quarters of the Legto Prma lllyricortm ; and 
though Sttphanus gives it no better Title than (pp^^op, 
yet it appears to have been an Archbilhop's See, under 
the Metropolitan of Damafcus. To fay in what Age 
or from what Hand it received its final Overthrow, 
which reduced it to the miferable Condition it now ap- 
pears in, there is no light in any of our Hiftorians j but 
it is probable it perifht long fince, in the obfcure Ages 
of the World, during the Wars of the Saracen Empire 5 
and being burnt and defolated, it was never rebuilt | 
which occafions the Ruins to lie fo entire, in a manner 
as they were left, neither being uftd to other Stru(3;ures 
on the place, nor worth carrying away, becaufe of the 
great diftance thereof from any other City, 

As to the Geographical Site of Palmyra^ Ttalemy 
places it in the Latitude of tripoly on the Coaft of Syria^ 
and four Etegrees more Eafterly, viz, 

and he makes it the Capital of fixteen Cities in Sfria 
Taimyr ena^ whereof Alalis^ Danaha and Evaria were 
afterwards Bijhops Sees. Pliny places it CCIII Miles 
from the neareft Coaft o( Syria, and CCCXXXVlIfrom 
Seleucia ad Tygrim near Bagdat, (which Numbers are 
erroneously printed zjx and 537 i" n^oft Editions^ 
contrary to the Authority of the MSS.) Jofephus places 
it one day's Journey from Euphrates, and fix from Bar 
hyton } which muft be underftood of Horfe- man's Jour- 
neys of about fixty Miles /<?r diem, it being more than 
HiQ touch from this City to Euphrates. Ptolemy alfo 
mentions a River running by Palmyra, which did not 
appear to ou«. Travellers, unlefi that Gutt or Chanel 
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wherein they, were overflowed by the Rain- Waters, were 
the Bed thereof ; which may, poffibly, run with a con- 
ftant ftream in the Winter or tiraes of much Rain : But 
this (as the Rivers of Aleppo and Damafcus at this day) 
is made by Ptolomy to have oo exit ; but to go of! in 
Vapour, and to be imbibed by the ihirfty Earth of theie 
Deftrts. 

Th^JEra or Accompt of Years obferved by the Pah 
myreni in theft Infcriptions, is evidently that oiSeleucHs^ 
caird afterwards Dhlkarnain or Bkornis by the Ara- 
bians, and by them kept in ufe till above 900 Years of 
Chriji (as appears by the Obfervarions of -^/^^f J^i, 
publiflied m jkumh. %o^. of thefe Tranfa^ions^) and not 
that of the Death of Alexander. This may be demon- 
ftrated from the Infcription (pag. 97.} wherein Alex- 
ander Severus is ftiled ©60C ; that is, after the Death 
and Confecration of that Emperor, or after the Year 
of our Lord 234 ; and from the Name of fuUns^ whOj 
when this Infcription was put up, was Prafekus Pr£toria^ 
(and could be no other than fnlius Philippm Arahs who 
might be efteemed by the Palmyreni zs their Country- 
man,) it ioWov^^^s, that it was in the laft Year oiGordian^ 
Anno Chrifli 242 or 243 : And that Emperor being 
foon after murdered by the' Treachery of this Phiiip^^ho 
fucceeded him : and his Treafbn coming afterwards to 
light, 'tis not ftrange that his Name was purpofely effaced 
in this Infcription. The Date thereof, Anno 5-54, fhews 
the beginning of this Accompt 311 or 3 1 2 Years before 
ChriB, coincident with the Mra of Sekucus, which was 
likewife obferved by feveral other Cities in theEaft. 

I ihall not undertake the part of a Critick on thefe In- 
fcriptions, but chufe rather to leave them to the more 
profefledly skilful in that part of Learning, and Ihall 
only make fome few Remarks on them, fuch as occurred 
whilil they paft through my hands. 



t. That the more ancieat of tfaefe Infcriptions dated 
before the Year 5'oo, do no where make ufe of Roman 
Pmmmina, which yet are very frequent in them that 
follow J particularly JhHus, Aurelim 'and Septimius^ 
taken up by thefe People out of Refped to the Empe- 
ron^that bore thofe Names ; and confequently that &ep^ 
timius Odanathus (the Infcription of whole Tomb we 
have,/^^. 8&.) was moft probably the fame who was 
afterwards Auguflm. That Name growing in ufe in the 
RmgnolSe^timmSeverHSyUnikt whom or his SonC^* 
racalla this Odmnathm was certainly born. And this 
Monument being eret9;ed by him whilft he was yet 
a private Man j and he afterwards attaining the Imperial 
Dignity, it was necefTary the Infcription of his Tomb 
(which perhaps was that fingle one that was all of 
Marble) fliould be changed : upon Which occafion this 
Stone might be brought back into the Town, and after 
its Deftru(3:ion, 6^ claptup cafually over the little Gate- 
way where now it ftamls. 

X. fag. 95. KATGA0ONTEC GIC OAOTGCIAAA 
6Nn©P©lAN 6CTHGAN : Defcendmtes Vohgefiada. 
CewmerciumflaUlivermt^Anm ^^%^ five Anno Clmfti %^f. 
Whereby it appears, that this People having had their 
Trade interru|rted by the Wars between the Rmans and 
tl^ ferfims^ under Gordian j did now fend an Embaflie 
to the Court of Sapons King of the ferfians^ to get it 
rc-eftablilhed j which fucceeded according to their De- 
ikes* Vekgi^as was a City built by Fohgefes King of 
the Parthiam m the time of MerB, on the Euphrms be- 
low Bahykn : Ptolemy calls it Omhyina,^ ; Stepbanus, B> 
^^flfKt? 5 Anmianus^ Fokgeffia | and ftii^^ lib. 6. Vole- 

3 • P^p 97* KAI GTKONrCci>NA #GIAHGANTA 
XPHMATarN. I fubmit it to the Judgment of the Cri- 
ticks, whether this faulty pkce may not be amended, by 
reading it GTK OimUn A^elAHCANTA, &c. as 

D d like- 
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likewife whether AIGMAAXOT io the (aftie Irjfcrlptioii 
may not be inftead of MAiVXOT TOT MAAKOT, whicll 
is the ingenious Conjedure of that excellent Grammarian 
Mr. Wiliiahi- Btixttr. 

4- P'^g' 9?>- Septmhm Vorodem Frocuratbrem Duce- 
mrhtm Augufti ^ APOAneTHN. This word, if Grtei^, 
is faultily tranfcribed ; aiid in one Copy I havefeen, 
the O is very finall, as I fuppofe it on the Stone > 
which might o'ccafion the tranfcribiqg thereof without it 
in the former f^&yage. (pag. 137,} So that 'tis mofl pro- 
bable that 'tis the remains of feme oth^r letter almoft 
worn out. I conjedure it to have been APTAriTHN, 
n being taken for F, and that this Septimius was Pra' 
feSius An»o»a, having the care tp fee that the City were 
fufficiently provided with Bread ; which was a moft 
necelTary Officer in a Place that rauft needs be fartiifh'd 
with Corn from Atma,di And this kmfi Septimus^ (in. 
the Infcription,,/>i/g> 9^ ) isftiled . .. . . eOAQTMN THC 
MHTPOKOAoNeiAC. lege KPqOAOTHN, which Ihould 
fignifie that he was Diftributor of the Emperor's Muni- 
ficeaqe in f lefli to tk^ People. Tbefe Infcriptions bear 
date in Aprils Jm t^m- 11.67, not l&5g before the 
Death ai Odanathui^i who is krein ftiled C6BACTOC; 
and 'tis not improbable bat hi might inftitute fueh a 
Cuftom, as at the P^iblick Charge, to give the People 
a Largefs in Fleft on particular Days, to reconcile them 
to the DominioiJ of their FeUowiGitizen. This is cer-. 
taiO) thiLt- Aaretmn fieft inftituted fucb a Cuftom- pfi 
giving Flefli at Rme : Tlj© words of Vopifcus arej Jdem\ 
Aurelianus & poniuam- carmm populo Romam d'tMrihuit^ 
quis hodieque dividnm j which Cuflom continued till 
the time of Conjiantitie, when ( according to Zojmus') 
one l»cm$n who hfd this Office of diftributing. Swiqes 
Fielh at f(m>^t had Jjitereft enough amopg the Pecjrfe to 
fsjtupiAte«'««/««r foK Emperor ; and 5d!/»w/«s affures us, 

tbat it was mt dircontinuedtill the tin^ of Heimlm,t 
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It Will not therefore feem ftraoge, if I fuppofe AureUan 
might find that Cuftom at Palmyra^ and at his return 
from thence inftitute the like at Rome. 

I am enclined to believe, that not only thofe two In- 
fcriptions, pag. 98, and the laft of /^g. 99, but alfb that 
of /^^, 100, were in Honour of the i^m^Septimim Fo^ 
rodes, who feems to have been a great Favourite of Od<e^ 
mthus^ and was without doubt refpeded by the Romms 
on that account, whom I conclude to have effaced all 
the Memorials of 2^^;^^!/^ and Wahallathus^ inCbmuch 
that no one appears, among thofe many taken, that was 
let up during the lix years they reigned. The Name 
For odes feems the fame with Orodes, which was the 
Name of the King of the Parthkns that flew Craffus : 
and the Verfiam having, about forty years before, ex- 
pelled the Raceofthe^r/^d^/ij?, 'tis not improbable but 
the Remains of that Royal Family might fly for fuccour 
to Palmyra^ and this Forodes might be one of them. 

5. In two other Copies of theie Infcri prions 1 the 
firft of pag. g^. is read, :S,^ir^[Mov AiQ^vtw'O^cmvdh^ 
and not 'O^mi^H as in the firft Copy, and perhaps 
ought rather to be 'OWi^^^si/, as being the InCcrlption 
under a Statue of the (ame Odmathm^ who is here^ as 
well as on his Tpmb, ftiled Ukfirifmm PatrkmSy but 
without a Date. 

6. mo IAPlBa)AOt BGOT ( pag. 97. 6c X03.) 
It cannot well be doubted, but that this Deu$ farikks 
is the fame with what Gruter (pag. B6.} and Spo» (in 
the firft of his Infcript ions) reads ATAlBwAm* By the 
Figure of the Idol extaot in Spon^ k appears tlmkhfs 
God was mad€ with the Moon upon his Shoulders, jand 
conftquently was the Dem Ltmm worlbipped by the j^. 
rians, whofe Name, iiv the Language of that Country, 
could not be better expreiled than by jarehHl *?pi3 l^'^i 
Dominus Lunus. Wiience I am induced to bcrheve,^ that 

Sn^/f/- miftook it AFsAl®^A:i? for \AJ*^IBi«^A3i^. ttie:! 40 
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the t)f ginning, and the lower part of the round ftroke 
of the P, being effaced, (b as topafifor T. I -have 
taken care to have the Stone purpofely viewed, as alfo 
to get from thence the exadt Figure of tlie Syrian or Fal- 
myrene Charaders thereon, wherein there is an irrecon- 
cileable difference between Spon and Gruter. By the help 
of thefe, compared with two otliers taken at Palmyra^ 
which I have by me, (they being ail very near the fame 
Date,) I hope we may be able, one day, to make out 
the Palmyrene Alphabet : but it were to be wilbt our 
Travellers had tranfcribed them with more curiofity, 
and taken more of them. 

By the way, it is remarkable, that the Perfon wha 
dedicated this Monument, in Gruter and 5/o», is ftiled 
A. ATP. HAlOAajpOC: and the fame Name occurs in 
a broken Infcription which Mr. Malifax omitted in hiis 
Letter to Dr. Bernard:, as being too imperfedl. It flood 
on the right-hand of the entrance to the little Temple 
defcribed pag. 1 04. and was thus, 

AOTKIOT ArPH[Al]OT - - - - - HAIOA»POX TOT. 

And after a blank of three lioe&atl wornt out except cwie 
iingle O, there followedj 

[rei"] mhC xAPiN eroT© — - - - - mhnoc [ao] Saaai [dtp] 
And that imperfe(a one in p^. 99. feems to have rela- 
tion to the iame Name. 

j.Vag. lof. MAAeNTroiNTKAiArpinnAti %cmaahn ton 
KAi AFPinnAN,, it being written maahnton, with H in 
the two other Copies I have feen, whereby the fence 
i& cleared. 

8. Vag. 109. ATAQANreAOC ABIAHNOC THC ACKAnOAgOG, 

Agathangelus Alikms Decap0litams,PatroKj/mkk. There: 

were in thefe Parts two Cities known by the Name of 

j^a ; to diftiiiguiffe which, the one was called JH^ Lym 

^i<ii?, from the Name of the Tetrarch: St.£»^e,ch.3. i; 

and is placed by Pi Amy (in his Cdofyna) about mid- 
way 



( «73 ) 
way between Damafius and Hdhpolis : The oth^f in 
Judaai called Ahild ad Jordanem^ defcribed by Jofephus 
in many places, to lie over-againft fericha^ near the Dead^ 
Sea. hecapolis was focalled from its Ten Cities, enume- 
rated by Pliny{lik$.i%.) And with them he reckons up, 
among others, the Tetrarchy of Ahik;^ in the fame Dtca* 
p§U$: which demonftrates th^Abila Decapaiis mdAii/a 
Lyfanm to be the fame Place. And tho' it cannot be de* 
nied, but that fome of Plinfs Ten Cities are not far di- 
ftant from that near fordan | yet it doth not appear that 
ever this other had the Title of a Tetrarchy. Here it is 
to be obferved, that what Pliny calls Decapolis , Ptolemy 
makes his CmU Syria \ and the Cmk Syria of Pliny ^ is 
that part of Syria about Aleppo^ formerly calfd Cib^/ci- 
dene^ Cyrrhiftice^ &c. 

What this Town of Ti?/!^ was anciently calFd, is not 
(b eafily conjeftured t. but if the Numbers of Ptolemy 
may be confided in, it is very near the Situation of a City 
he calls Om^j and perhaps his Adadamzy be our Soukney, 
and his Rhmfapha what is now called Arfoffa^ 

It is taken for granted, that Old 24/(?//>a was anciently 
the City of Berrh(^a^ and there wants not ancient Te- 
ftimony to prove it ,• which being granted, I think I 
may without fcruple conclude, that Andreneipag. 131, 
and 139.) is the Ruinesof the QXtj oi Andrma -^ zxA 
Efree (jag. 141.) that of Seriane^ both mcntioncdl in 
the Itinerary of Antminusy in the Journey a DdielSe* 
riane. But this whole Country is laid about Half a 
Dpgree more Southerly than it ought, by Ptolemy^ who 
places Berrhma in Lat. 36 deg. For the Meridian AI* 
titude of the Tropical Sun at Aleppo is found there but 
?7 ^^^t whence the Latitude 36 deg. 30 min. as it was 
obferved, Amo 1680, by three feveral Quadrants, in 
the prefence of a cur ious Gentleman, to whom I am 
obliged for this Gommunicatioo. 
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By tfie KImc CXsfervation a mtich grmtetlrmr is 
amended in the l.mmdc of Meppo, m the Budolfim 
WbhsotKeplen who (uppofes^/^^ to have been the 
Anckm Jntmhia adTaurm^^ and aecordiogly places it 
mlM.^y deg. 2Di«ii^. ; wherein he is laJlo^^d by Bui- 
li4ldm and otliefs j wt^ImmdxMafs have copied the 
Miilake. Bita ituidi^teatfir^le of it is, ttot mereby 
we areaffured, that the City oi jiraiia, wherein J/^^. 
i^hi tnade the Obfervations we have publifti'd in 
Numi. io4* was, without doubt, t^e ftme which is now 
c^lkdRacca on the ^ii/)!^^/^^ j of which Town an Ac- 
couhr iiiay be feen in iJ^w^^'s Voyages, and which was 
not mariy Miles below the Place where our Travellers 
firft 6ime on the River : And xiArtcca^m rhe Language 
of this Country, relates to Fi<^?(7ry (as is faidio/^g.148.} 
it was, doubtiefs, anciently the City Mkephrion^ built 
by Akxander the Great ; with which the Sic uation ex- 
ad:!]^ agrees. The Latitude thereof was obfervedby that 
AiMfaniwith great accurateneft, about eight hundred 
years fmcej and therefore I recoinmend it to all that 
are curious of fuch Matters, to endeavour to get feme 
good Obfervation made at this Place, to determin the 
Hei^ of the Pole there, thereby to decide the Contro- 
verfie, whetliet there hath really been any Change in 
the 4-^/^ of the Eartif, in fb Jong an Interval ,• which 
fomr great Authors, of late, have been willing to fup- 
pofe. And if any curious Traveller, or Mercliant re- 
ficMic^ there, would pleafe to obferve, with due care, the 
Piafes of tht Moms Eclipfis at Bagdat^ Aleppo m&AleX' 
Mdriu^ thereby to determine their Longitudes, they 
could not do the Science olAflronomy a greater Service : 
For in and near theft Places were made all the Obferva- 
tions whereby the Middle Motions of the Sun and Moon 
are limited: And I could then pronounce in what 
Proportion the Me?e?«'s Motion does Accelerate ,• which 
that it does, \ think I can demonftrate, and fhall 

(God 
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(God willing) one day, make it appear to the 

Publick. 

The Philofophkal Reader is defired to excufe our 
breaking-in upon the Subjed of thefe Tra^s^ by ioter- 
miKing Hiftorical and fhilologkal Matters, as alfb our 
exceeding the Bounds of an ExtraSl : But we hope the 
Curiofity of the Subjed:, joyned to the Defires of the 
Royal Society^ may make an eafie Apology fuffice. There 
may be many other InftrucSlive Remarks niade thereon, 
which {till deferve the Gonfideration of the Learned, 
and from fuch the Publick may yet exped a further 
Account. 
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'lfmb.217.page iX2.1ine 2S &:2p.for Ahl^dA read Ahl^A. Numb.2i8, 

p. 1 37. 1. 24. for p. 89 r. 98 ^ p. 138. 1. 24. for of en Place r. open Plain . 

P-i 59 J-3 $• for Andecin x.Avdreen ^ p.i 72. I2 $ for [t6i]mhC r- [T^iImhC. 
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